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Summary

The idea of building reproductions of sacred sites for those who cannot travel to distant places, visiting
them and praying there as if they were original and receiving the same blessing, is common to the
construction of substitutes of sacred places of the Holy Land in Europe and to “Fujizuka”, reproductions of
Mount Fuji or “Sazae-do” as substitutes for sacred places of Kannon, as well as to “Osunafumi” (stepping
onto the sand collected from temples in Shikoku and in sacred places in “Saigoku [West Japan] ”) in the Edo-
period in Japan.

The same idea underlies the construction of Lourdes grottoes, which are replicas of the famous grotto in the
Pyrenees. We can see such popular beliefs in Japan on the same level as those of Catholicism. Those beliefs
are expressions of people’s feelings and, if we refer to Lourdes grottoes, they are built all over the world,
including Japan, to support the faith in the Virgin Mary.

Lourdes grottoes in Japan are constructed in many Catholic churches, convents and educational facilities.
Those architectural works illustrate an important Christian popular belief. However, it has not been clarified
how and why those grottoes were built, and their characteristics have not been studied in detail.

So in this paper I have explained as thoroughly as possible that Lourdes grottoes became necessary in the
Meiji Era, if we take into account the conditions created by the second missionary work by the Paris Foreign
Missions Society in Japan, the 19th-century visions of the Virgin Mary in Europe, the diffusion of medals of
the apparition among believers, and of the publications about Lourdes in the same period. At the same time,
I did my best to clarify, using fieldwork and historical documents, by whom, when, where, in what forms and

under what circumstances the first Lourdes grottoes were built in Japan.
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