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The Position of “Advertising Manga” in Manga Studies and Problems of Previous Studies
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In recent years, manga has become a familiar part of Japanese culture. Furthermore, manga has
come to be used not only for entertainment but also for advertising. Such manga are generally referred
to as “advertising manga”. Previous studies have collectively defined the genre of manga intended to
convey information other than entertainment as “practical manga”, and “advertising manga” has been
considered to be included in this category. However, there are several nearly synonymous terms within
the category of “practical manga”, and no boundaries have been drawn between them. Therefore, by
reviewing studies on “practical manga” that encompass “advertising manga”, we clarified the definition
of “advertising manga” and explored issues raised by previous studies.

As a result, we found that “advertising manga” can be defined as “manga used in advertisements in
newspapers, magazines, websites, etc., with the aim of attracting people’s interest and attention
through the humor of the manga”. In addition, two problems with previous studies were pointed out.
The first problem is that there are few studies on “practical manga,” although the number has been
increasing in recent years. The second problem is that the definitions of “manga” by manga researchers
of various genres and how “manga” itself is perceived differ, and some definitions of “manga” in each

study are inadequate.
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