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From the genealogy of the introducing and the encounter with Ukiyo-e

— The Acceptances and changes of Aesthetics by Hokusai and Hiroshige in 19th century France —
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Summary

The fact that Japanese Ukiyo-e influenced the Barbizon School and later generations of French
painters is widely known. In the glorious history of 19th century French painting in full bloom, Jean-
Frangois Millet (1814-1875), who pursued realism with the theme of farmer's activities and Claude
Monet (1840-1926), who advocated Impressionism exploring the effects of light and color, opened up
an original painting world inspired by Ukiyo-e, especially Hokusai and Hiroshige. The age difference
is 26 years old, and the two painters, who are generationally separated by a quarter of a century, are
typical of the Barbizon School and the Impressionist beliefs to which they belong because of their
thorough and inquisitive way of life.

Amid the inheritance and disconnection between the Barbizon School and the Impressionist,
especially Millet and Monet, the modeling of Ukiyo-e, which came from a foreign country in the far
east, Japan, was a common concern for 10 years from the 1860s to the 1870s. It became a base for
painters as a new visual language. This fusion of eastern and western aesthetics was the beginning of a
story in which European art, which has long been bound by tradition and norms since the Renaissance,

was dramatically transformed by the values invited from regions other than Europe.
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