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The classes that I teach follow the second year
SILC curriculum. Students work through various
units that focus on improving different areas of their
English abilities. In the reading unit, students learn
reading strategies and use them to engage with texts
related to their fields of study. Another unit requires
students to conduct surveys and present their findings
in a poster session. One of the more popular units is
the Self Direct Learning unit, in which students are
taught how to become autonomous learners and
direct their English learning in ways that best meet
their needs and goals. There are also a number of
units that focus on conversation skills and speaking
and writing on topics that interesting to them. In
general, the goals of the classes are to improve
communication skills and increase communication

fluency.

2. EETRZDIFTVSBIE - TXRUREZE
Student interest

In my opinion, for there to be authentic and
interesting communication in English, there first
needs to be something interesting to talk about. Just
as in one’s native language, you are more motivated
to communicate with someone if there is something
of interest to talk about.

One way that I try to get students interested in
communicating in English is by coming up with an
interesting and, if possible, current topics to use in a
conversation activity at the beginning of every class.
I call the activity chit chat. For this activity, I put a
number of questions on the board, and students ask
their partners or group members the questions. All
the questions relate to the story/topic that I want to
talk about with the students. An example chit chat
activity that was done in a class towards the beginning

of spring had these four questions:

¢ Are you happy that winter is over and spring
is here?

*]s spring your favorite season?

eWhat do you think is the worst part of
spring?

*What floor do you live on???

The last two questions are slightly unusual
questions, and they are the kind of questions that
typically get students interested in the chit chat. In
this case, students didn’t understand what the point
of question four was. After they finished asking each
other the questions, I asked them why I wrote the
fourth question. As a hint, I told them that the third
question related to the fourth question. The students
usually enjoy trying to figure out what the point of
such seemingly random and rather unusual questions
is. For this chit chat, a number of students were able
to guess that what floor one lives on affects how
many mosquitoes they get in their place. I then went
on to talk about how I currently live on the ground
floor and the mosquito problem is unbelievable bad,
and though I love spring, I really hate mosquitoes.

Doing the chit chats allows students to engage in
English in an enjoyable and stress free way. The only
challenge with this activity is coming up with an
interesting topic or story to tell students. The teacher
needs to have something that they are clearly
interested in and excited to talk on. This enthusiasm
the teacher has for the topic is what makes the chit
chat activity feel like authentic communication.
Without the teacher’s interest and story, the questions
are much less interesting and seem more like a simple

communication drill.

Building student confidence

Communication is about conveying a message. It
is not about using perfect grammar or knowing all
the right words. I come from the U.S.A., a county
that has a lot of immigrants who use inaccurate
English, but who can convey a message with fluency.
That is what is most important with communication:
the message. This is something I try to make my
students understand so that they can feel comfortable
using English. They have had enough years learning
grammar and vocabulary. Now it is time to use that
English to communicate, even if it’s imperfectly. In

my classes, | am constantly telling students that the



PR30 FIENRA b T 4 —F ¥ T EHZEBE DR

message and content are what is most important, not
accuracy.

One of the best ways to encourage students on
their English is when checking their writing
assignments. I do mark all of their errors. However, |
do not comment on the errors. The comments I leave
are always in praise of their ability to successfully
convey a message using English. T also provide
comments related to the content of their texts, which
lets them know that they were understood and that
someone was interested in that what they had to say.

As an example of how I comment on students
writings, if a student wrote about their trip to Tokyo,
but they had lots of grammar errors, I would do the
following. I would mark ever grammar error,
meaning the page might be quite red. However, at the
bottom I would not comment on the errors. Instead, I
would leave comments such as, “It sounds like you
had a great trip. How many times have you been to
Tokyo? Do you think it’s better than Kumamoto?
I've been to Tokyo twice, but I don’t think I will go
again. I like travelling in Kumamoto!” I think leaving
comments like this helps students feel like they
successfully used English to communicate, which in

turn builds student confidence and interest in English.

The teacher studies too

I am also learning a language and making mistakes
and struggling with it. I think it’s good for students to
know this. I tell them about my journey learning
Japanese. I talk about how it’s been a struggle, and I
tell funny stories about mistakes I've made. I tell
them about how when I was new to Japan [ went to a
convenience store after a night of drinking to buy a
bottle of unko no chikara. Of course I meant to say
ukon no chikara, though I did not know I had made a
mistake, and I couldn’t understand why the store
clerk was laughing. I believe stories like this help
students relax and realize that no one is perfect and
that learning a language is challenging for everyone,

even teachers.

3. EEXEICOITRES
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English is a language, not a subject, and it is
sometimes easy to forget that. I think it’s important
to try to focus on the communicating aspect of
English, and not fall into the trap of treating English
as something to be learned, rather than used. Provide
as much time as possible for communication.
However, to get students interested in using English
to communicate, there needs to be interesting topics
on which to converse. This is easier said than done. It
requires that a teacher constantly be on the lookout
for topics that would interest students. In my daily
life, I am always taking note of anything new,
surprising, and interesting that I could incorporate
into my classes. I feel doing this really helps increase
students interest in English. And that makes classes

more enjoyable, both for the teacher and the students.

4. FREER

1) &R

Yk 30 AEED [IEICHT %47 v —
FZBWT, AL EIEREENT, TO%K
BEATAAE RICRITTHELZHOSPITT L7720
DFRAE LT PR 24 SEFED S 1K 30 4R T
TO [BECHETLEET V4 r— ] OMRED
W, BAEEORTIH B X OBRIIC BT 5 EDF
YA a7 %23 RTOFEFEITH LTy L7E
(ZHHOFHZAaT) OHBEH-1ITRT,
EHBEDOYIHYA T TIIE, [ CEENTIH]
WX Y B E 2 RTINS o 720 720
P 24 AR EED ST EIN B o 7o 2 HE O
BRI 7IE, P30 R BT AN T 56
M4 R L7z,
F21RT LHIT. K BTA ZEHEEHDTY
2aAT7REHBOZND 1.07~117ETH -7,
BTA ZEHED A7 OHTH, & ITH I~
10HB LU 12~14HO R a7 4@ L T
WEMIZ & - 726

BTA ZBE#H B BRETREMNIT VDL &
R LRB LI ORELEE T 72 E R, 2 b
IZDOWT, XETHEZRDLT 47— Mt
#iTolze 2 A, BTAZEHKE A LM L T
ETREOTTVAEIE - TRLTWE I ED



108 SRR B 457

& e
- i
5. Vi
H@- 38 /\—,\/\/

H2aBil Ha2sfk H2sB] H2std H2eRl H2efd  H278]  H27iE  H2s@l  H28TE  H2ORI  H291F  H3ORT  H301E

®-1 £HEOTHRI7 OB (Frl24 FERIHA~T M 30 FEEZH)

Roh, 22T, BTA ZHHMEHORES®
WHEWT72REORAL, v V2 F-3I1CRT, -3
WRT L9 1S, FAOE - LA RO L7020
O FA L LTEL L ORFEICHBEL Tz m
. [REOLENE BB SE 5], [RREKe
HHVEEEZT 2] [HiEsdoICE &0z T
W42 ] ZEhdhor.

F 7o, FAEOMRE % 5D 5 72D DI F A
&L’Cii\ [N A b, B, 8 %2 INE
L. BZOPTHRET D] Bdho7zo EHIT,
ZHEOEMPRES 2RI 20OMD AL LT
d THRAEL OB O, HHZ2EMSTE
2XOBETA] [BEEHFH-EL] L)
AL TR LNz, —h, MAZI) AL
LC. [BEOREL FAFERZ S5
LV AN D - 72

FBRL72E912, L oRECHBEBL TV

if%%Wﬁ»%b%%tﬁé;k#ﬁ@f
Ho] [FEOHMZBEREZFIEHT I LK
YThsrl L) iTholze 72, MEHDHR
SELTC [HEOEFULDICTFHORME 5 2
%) [FAHBILDITEPLETH L] v

IS DB o7

2) EER

Wik 30 SEFEICB VT, EHEOFEHRaT
AEHL: (K-1) HKRo—D2& LT, [
BT 2%ET v r— ] OFERGENEES
NZeNEZONL, TOELRETHELT
RD2EDH - 720
1) &RFEREDRT V7 — MREOWNRIZHR -

725
2) YINAO [FEEHE] T 554EH
HICEXDHCHEL R— bk, BET V5 —

MCHBETAHEIATLER ST,
COYATLAIBWT, BERHAORER D i
WRHE D o Ty FAIZTINAO [F#EH
ST A O 21T o 7otk WET ~
r— MCEET S LTI - 720 —,
P29 AEEEE TORKET v — MiE, 13MH
DD TR LY E OFRIC L D L
PR TERSN TV 2, SOLIIZTV AT
APEFRINZ EI2X 5T, FER 30 EREI
B BEET v — MR T HBO%AEDY
B DM ED, PHR2FEEETTLITE
o TV RIS E R b5,

ER L7k 9112, FRI0EFEDOEHB DI
Y2 a7 o 2ME AR 30 FEICETE S
7o THECHT %47 v r— b OFERE
WXL 2HD%00, MR EBEORIEITHT
LMD T o TR ONITONT,
SHRBIHTET 2 UEDD 5o

%2&??15& BTA ZEHEBORXaT

EWEMIEE & L TROSHBE DS - 72,

%9@ RS T 2 HH ORI

F10IEH ¥ I NADHH

12 FFLA

I3 HEOBEREK

B4 REhOMET 5 FEHR
EHIT, RBIWWRT LI, BTAZHHEHD
e LT, HEOFTEELOMFEOLD
WCRAEE Y . FHEOREITID M T %8 % i 1



SFRB0MEIENRA M T 4 —F Y THZHBEOEEIIOWT—E L 2R EHEE HIEL T (%3 — 109

%3 BIABHENMEETRENITIST EPTXSKUBEUBCAD HREORAY b
BE% BETKREMITITVAZLE - TRLTWAI L e Ve AN AL
R H OB B S, HE AN 2,
R G| - B E 20— Tl LTI S, W | HE E R R T E AT B
W7 % T 5o
S g | ST — A 2 F R Mo T ) R F BT B | SRR e A BUR R R D
i o |FERRE X, FHHOMENHITE b0 L RS | - FEOAMEERES X NT L AKUTH A,
| g g e e I O AL BT B
N SRR, MEH. WS R, R
CEREEMTHED B, & “ 7 -
- B b L QR R L. R
Bk W] 2 ALY =2 T oRDTOMRE E) ) ST S e i8] X i T & AT
2 SENTET B, 2o
HHOWEE SR bOIBERL T, 50 %
i g 3 CANIT A
BB By oYl s, AR TATT S 5 £ 9 AL PAEORIO LS & & B £ ORI
MT BT 5o #T 5o
- ONFAMIED, FEORMERIBRL, Fhi
REIZTA—F Ny 795,
R HOWEE Bk b OB 2L . D) %
e | T SHEIIT B
b | - L ORMEE RO, AT 5 &5 R | L0 LAHIRE 5T 5 LA AT 5 2 & 4K
MBOFHE L BT B CBHH O & A S
CEB B STV 5).,
HHOBEMEARE T, \
| RS ORERERRO. HIEHMATCR2 SR o) b 2 sk mw WA L %0 [T
T Bk R £ LCHER 5
ORFAMCE D FEOBBERIRL, 2hE |5 °
WL T+ — NN 795,
j;ﬂx' B % H 70 720 | BT Vi 2 5 50 | B ZHE5 2 LAY TH D,

KL LREZENTWEAEH o720 INHD
Wz HET 5L, BIAZEHEAN LE% 5
BLTWRIEN BETVIr—MILoTH
AR IR CEHME L CWAIHH & —5d A
AR LN, Zomid, BEGFEOL v b
LTHEHIETADEEZ BN,

6. HHUIC

REFEOFF YA SEIP T4 14 (2019~2022
ERE) DOFIEFETH 5 2018 (FHE 30) 4EFEIC
BT, [BECHTLIFET r— ] 0%
WMFEAEE SN, EHEOFHR a7 0553
FTAEAMAE SN2 SOFEKIZOWTIES
BOBIHFELIZ L > THLENII L2, EHIT,
K= 73V FTDOY AT LTEBEINLHAEH
HICXAHCHEL R— MCX BV ED 2,
[T %L T v — ] OfFR Ll

LCHHAD FDIHEICHFIHT 2 2 L35 %D
EThBEEEDNS,

BTA BB OILHEE L LT, FENRHE
SRR I MG LB 2 EA T LA D -
Zh DX T RELT, A¥SILCTO
WFEHE. L ICSALCIZD AL Twb
FHET KNA DT AT A L OBRISHE
HLEMENEENS, Thbb, ERMIZIX
BALFRENL 1 DODRRTOAFLVTH S
FHEHT NV TAFNVE, ZLOYE]:
ZORME % BFRECBOTHIBHT LI LD
TELDTRERVDEVIRFEMIET S &
BHEEETIERVWNEEZ D,

BRI, BTAZEHBIC X 2 ARZEDOH)
W22 TRETAILICE-T, #HELI
FHEHH OREYEETE T 20HMEEM & LOF
M356Z L% FDEZEATHEMTTHLOT,
KNBOBEIIZ THH W72 & 720w,



110 SRR

BT

HEETHDLBTA B TE SN THONAET

i, BEAOWYMATICEHT LT v r— b
T TH W XS L FFE 4,

[FHEICEBIHET VA — ] OF—7 DI

BEBMETIRIIV72& F L7 #8FHROM
PREMIEHBL £57

1)

2)

3)

4)

SENHK

FRHEA . XA bMF4—F 7 HZH
HHOBEEIIODWT -HiriEgEL Hig
LT-" SEWAPRKE, B43%. 235-248
(2018)

FREHEAN M. P29 FEERR T4 —F
VIR ZEUBOREIIOWT W biRE
gEEZHIBLT GE2H) -7 SRR,
554428, 211-223 (2019)

LEF A RFHFHEME T T 7 T 4
(AP) 7—=H AT, "BWKE 77747 -
TV TOMBEE b AR A VN R
W ~FHEOHBFES A FERE BALO S
BAL~"
https://www.ap-archive.jp/archives/report/499
IR INFHT W EERT RN, Y
VT DOIERENFRE EARAF VAR @ L HA
DR T —= 2 7T BN B — 28
(2016)

FE 54577



