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8-1) Lecture summary

This class centers on developing English
communicative ability as it relates to students’ past
schooling, current university life, and future plans.
Additionally, students will learn to describe their
campus and field of study. Students use tools such
as Moodle Reader to practice extensie reading

skills, as well as a speed reading program,
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continued journal writing, and more to learn how to
continue English study beyond university.

8-2) Important Points

One of the most important things we teach in
English Communication class is that we are not
seeking perfection from our students. After all,
what is “correct’ English? Is it the same for all
people in all circumstances? Such expectations are
often counterproductive in practice, when research
has repeatedly shown that effective methods of
language learning incorporate learning from
mistakes as part of the process. While concepts and
raw vocabulary can be learned systematically, a
common misconception is that students should then
be able to immediately frame this foundation to
produce a standardized English without error in a
real-world setting. In primarily monolingual
environments, there can also be a cultural tendency
to vastly overemphasize the importance of perfect
language output, to the point where pragmatic
learning methods are inhibited with learners who
are convinced that because they make some errors
in a new language, that they can't learn a language
at all. I know such notions to be untrue because I
have also had similar experiences as a student. One
of my goals in the classroom is to increase

awareness of what real language learning looks like.

8-3) Unique Ideas

It is important to recognize the differences
between textbook English as learned by rote and
grammar translation in the public school system.
Despite several years of general English study,
English for communication is an activity that most
of our students have had little or no experience
with, but this does not mean that they are incapable
of doing so. It is simply a skill that needs to be
practiced, just as a pianist must play simple pieces,
again and again and again. To extend this
metaphor, what students have learned in public
schools so far isn't how to play piano in a concert
hall. He or she may have listened to a few CDs,

fL2 BB43E

learned how to read basic sheet music, found a few
keys and played a scale or two, but there is a
difference. In the case of English communication,
the piano is a duet; the music an improvisation.
Naturally, these are challenging -circumstances!
Does this mean that a student cannot learn to play,
or shouldn’t? Of course not. There is a very real
need for the new generation of Japanese people to
gain English ability in order to adapt to irrevocably
shifting realities in our environment, economy,
social consciousness, and way of life. Nevertheless,
these circumstances can create daunting barriers to
learning. In two years of study at Sojo, our program
aims to reduce these barriers, and create as smooth
a transition to skills-based study as possible.
Through building rapport with students, creating
engaging, fun, and highly relatable course content,
and instilling confidence with repeated practice, we
attempt to frame as comfortable and ultimately as
efficient a system for studying English as possible
alongside their primary field of study.

8-4) Suggestions for Lecture Improvement

On “learning how to learn”: This class is less
about direct English knowledge, and more about
equipping students with the perspective and the
means to communicate effectively (in any
language) if they so choose in the future. There will
always be improvements to be made in our
program, (I have a personal research focus on
supporting male student motivation and continued
study for students in the pilot program after the end
of their initial two-year English requirement), but I
am very fortunate to have the incredible mentoring
support of the entire English department at my
back, and truly would not have been able to
dedicate nearly as much of my energy on my
students without it. That any of this is possible is
owed to the collective effort, planning, and
experience they have so generously and selflessly
shared with me. I can only hope to pay it forward
by sharing this confidence and raw enthusiasm for

English learning with as many students as possible.
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8-5) Additional Information
None

8-6) Result of students’ evaluation
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